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The proposed Health & Wellness fee increase is: 

 

$1.60 or 2.5% 

 

The plans for 2016-17 include increasing access to services, seeking additional funding, responding to student 

needs and continuing with the student experience survey. 

 

Discussion 
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The mechanism in place to prevent this and it would be negligent of the assessor not to exercise the options 

under the protocol. 

Thomas asked how UTI and CPI can be more than what is being voted on. Desmond explains that UTI and CPI 

differs every year due to variables. He then reminded the group that the permanent increase will no longer 

apply after 3 years. 

Thomas wondered if the student trend is to vote no, then the UTI and CPI is adding more money to programs 

each year. Desmond said while UTI and CPI can be claimed each year, the higher portion falls away, leaving less 

than what was there the year before. Liza explained this is common practice at UTM and St. George. Desmond 

said it seems to be a trend starting at UTSC, however there is a history of collaboration and voting yes. Liza 

reinforced that the UTI and CPI doesn’t support buildings, it supports sustaining staff and operations.  Jennifer 

added the numbers pitched by the departments are lower than the UTI and CPI because they work really hard 

for efficiencies. They should be asking for amounts closer to UTI/CPI but they try to come forward with savings 

through sponsorships, for example. Liza said that’s the value of the advisory committees. They can create new 

positions is they want new things. If students say no, the departments just maintain programs. There are ways 

to do things differently to give students what they want.  

Desmond finished by saying there are lots of considerations and all information will be sent in the budget 

package. Staff are happy to meet with students if they have additional questions.  

Jessica K wanted to state that the students are not questioning the value of programs, however, the system isn’t 

fair that they have to pay for programs that the government should pay for. She also added that students are 

given power and a voice in the decision making and then the power is taken away. The people who can be 

making changes should be. 

Desmond said he can provide as much information but isn’t able to change the formulas. It isn’t within his scope 

or ability to change it, or any other admin in the room. Unfortunately, it is what it is. 

 

 

4. Adjournment  

Meeting adjourned 


