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EESC34/ ESTC34 ð Sustainability in Practice 

Winter 2018 

 
Instructor: Prof. Adam Martin (adam.martin@utoronto.ca), Room EV 464 
 
Office hours: Tuesdays, 10am-12pm. 
 
Course TA: Stephanie Gagliardi (gagliardi.stephanie@gmail.com), Room EV 468 
 
Course meetings: Wednesday 9am-12pm, Room AA 208 

 
Course synopsis: This course is designed to impart an understanding of how the theoretical 
principles of environmental sustainability are applied in real world settings. More specifically, 
this course is designed to identify the key actors making decisions on issues of environmental 
sustainability, and discuss how these decisions are implemented. 
 Class meetings will consist of lectures and small group discussions that identify and 
evaluate the key actors in sustainability practices. An understanding of how these actors 
implement sustainability-related programs and policies will be highlighted through case studies, 
with a focus on Canada. Students will further explore these themes by conducting a detailed 
analysis focused on a sustainability issue of their own interest. 
 
Prerequisites: EESA06 (Introduction to Planet Earth) and 9.5 credits. 
 
Required reading: 
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Course Content and Schedule: 
 

Week Date Lecture topic Reading During this week 

1 Jan. 10 Introduction to Sustainability in 

Practice 

  

2 Jan. 17 What is sustainability? 

 

Reading #1 Discussion 1
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Reading list 
 
Reading #1. Koppl, P. (2010) Green lobbying: is sustainablity more than a new frame for old-
style lobbying? A consultant’s personal point of view. Journal of Public Affairs 12, 177-180. 
 
Reading #2. Toner, G. & Bregha, F. (2009) Institutionalizing sustainable development: the role 
of government institutions. Chapter 3 in: Innovation, Science, Environment: Charting Sustainable 
Development in Canada, 1987-2007 (eds G. Toner & J. Meadowcraft), pp. 30-53. McGill-Queen's 
University Press. 
 
Reading #3. Andresen, S. (2007) The effectiveness of UN environmental institutions. 
International Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics 7, 317-336. 
 
Reading #4. Eden, S. (2010) NGOs, the science-lay dichotomy, and hybrid spaces of 
environmental knowledge. In: Geographies of Science, pp. 217-230. Springer Netherlands, 2010. 
 
Reading #5. Sukhdev, P. (2012) The corporate climate overhaul. Nature 486, 27-28. 
 
Reading #6. Horne, R.E. (2009) Limits to labels: The role of eco-labels in the assessment of 
product sustainability and routes to sustainable consumption. International Journal of Consumer 
Studies 33, 175-182. 
 
Reading #7. Davidsen, C. & Graham, D. (2014) Newspaper reporting on climate change, green 
energy and carbon reduction strategies across Canada 1999-2009. American Review of Canadian 
Studies 44, 151-168. 
 
Reading #8. Helferty, A. & Clarke, A. (2009) Student-led campus climate change initiatives in 
Canada. International Journal of Sustainability in Higher Education 10, 287-300. 
 
Reading #9. Anderson, A. (2013). ‘Together we can save the arctic’: celebrity advocacy and the 
Rio Earth Summit 2012. Celebrity Studies 4, 339-352.
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Assignments and graded material in brief 
 
Discussion group lead (*individual) 

 The discussion
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Course policies ð written assignments 
 
Formatting:  Coursework must be word-processed, 1.5-spaced, 12-point font size. Assignments 
must include a list of all references cited in the text, using the APA citation style. There is no 
need to use a cover page for any written assignments. 
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Course website ð Blackboard: EESC34/ ESTC34 uses Blackboard as its course website. To 
access the EESC34/ ESTC34 website go to the U of T portal login page at 
http://portal.utoronto.ca, and log in using your UTORid and password. Once you have logged 
in to the portal, look for your course modules where you’ll find the link to the EESC34 course 
website. 
 
Class conduct: This is a small class. I remind you that cell phones and other communication 
devices must be turned off or in silent mode. A 10-
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