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Quizzes will be posted on the blackboard and there will be due date assigned to the 

quizzes.  Each quiz will cover the materials from the same week lecture. If you miss a 

quiz, there is no makeup and you will miss out a participation opportunity. Participation 

opportunities will also be available, to a maximum of 10 marks. All participations should 

be submitted to via blackboard. Detail of the quizzes and participations will be discussed 

during the lecture and will be posted on the blackboard. 

 

Required Text 

 

There is no text book assigned to this course. All lectures with supplementary 

(explanatory) materials will be posted on the course web site on the blackboard. If you 

are interested to learn more on the topics covered in this course you can use the following 

reference as an additional source. 

 

“Understand Weather and Climate” – Edward Aguado and James E. Bert. 

 

Reading research papers 

 

In each lecture, a research paper will be introduced on the relevant topic. You are 

required to read the paper as soon as it is posted on the blackboard. 

 

To study a research paper, follow the steps below. 

1. Reading through a given paper once without taking notes, to get an overview of the 

paper. You should read critically (not passively), by asking yourself such questions as 

– what research questions the authors are asking? What are the major steps 

(assumptions/methodologies) taken to answer the questions? How does this reading 

relate to other readings and most importantly, to the lecture material? Do not use a 

highlighter at this stage – only when you’ve read it all can you judge; what are the 

most important points in terms of the results! 

 

2. Reading the paper a second time, in order to take notes. You should record a 

minimum of 3 main points per paper, but never take more than one page of notes 

from a given paper. If you should fill up a whole page with notes, organize your notes 

in some structured way so that you can see the relationships between the key points in 

a simple way. It is harder to take brief notes than to take copious notes, because in 

making brief notes you have to think more about what you are reading so as to be 

able to choose the key points and structure them in such a way that they are easy to 

remember. 

 

Midterm 

 

Must be written in person. NO EXCEPTION. Time and place

. 



If, for some extraordinary reason, you do miss a midterm, please notify me within 24 hours 

of the exam in person or by email. A non-vague note from a doctor will be required on the 

U of T medical form. 

 

Midterm and Final exam format 

 

Same format for both exams, only differing in quantity.  

1. Who is who ( or, fill in the blank) 

2. True or  false questions and Multiple choice questions  

3. Short answer questions  

4. Summary of Research Paper 

 

How to study for the exams 

 

You should consult the lecture notes (will be posted after each lecture) in addition to the 

lecture slides, for the exams. The major topics are elaborated in the lecture notes. In order 

to understand a specific topic and to describe it in detail on the exam paper the notes are 

very helpful. The lecture slides are guide to study the topics. However, studying only 

lecture notes are also not recommended because lecture slides have figures, plot, pictures 

and other information that are not available in the notes. 

 

Emails 
 

I welcome communication by email concerning the issues related to the course. However, I 

will delete without answering any emails asking me what is covered on the term tests or 

final exam, any questions regarding participations (can be found on the blackboard), which 

will be always available on the blackboard. In addition, I always assign office hours to pick 

up a term test (can be picked up only during the scheduled time posted on the blackboard). 
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