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2010 with David Suzuki and myself and which is downloadable from the CBC 
website or can be purchased. It is based on the geology of various parts of the 
world and you should use it to supplement lectures. 
 
 
What is geology? 
 
The scientific study of planet Earth is the subject of the discipline called Geology 
sometimes called Earth Science or Geoscience. The science began as a distinct 
discipline and profession in the 19th century primarily concerned with finding 
mineral resources such as coal and metal ores for industry. It became a pillar of 
19th century science by demonstrating the great age of the Earth (‘deep time’) 
which underpinned Darwin’s recognition that organisms have evolved through 
time.  
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below; this process is called plate tectonics and it has been in operation for at 
least 3.5 Ga. It may not be the only way in which planet Earth functions however 
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At the conclusion of this course you will know how planet Earth ‘works.’ 
 
Course textbooks and other resources 
 
The course textbooks are Plummer et al., 2007 ‘Physical Geology and the 
Environment’ 2nd Canadian Edition (available as an ebook through the bookstore 
upon purchase of a code) and ‘Toronto Rocks’, a brief (and inexpensive!) 
overview of the geology of southern Ontario and environmental issues arising 
from urban development. If you like this material, check out my other books 
about geology on Amazon.ca. 
 
The mid-term and final exams will be based on lectures and assigned textbook 
readings. You must attend in person to write the mid-term and final exams to 
complete the course regardless of what option you are enrolled in.  
 
In addition, http://planetrocks.utsc.utoronto.ca is a web site detailing more than 
500 hundreds sites of special geological or cultural importance across Ontario 
and we will use this resource for the poster assignment which you will present on 
March 6th in the Atrium of our new Environmental Sciences and Chemistry 
building.  
 
I will also ask you to take a look at Rock Walk which has been installed outside 
the Arts and Administration Building to honor the 50th Anniversary of the our 
campus, and which consists of about 50 large boulders of different rock types 
and accompanying interpretive signage that record changing environments 
across Ontario over the last 3 billion years. Remember rocks are memories of 
ancient environments and our only way of knowing what went on millions and 
billions of years ago. 
 
Also take a look at the real time map of global earthquakes happening right now 
on the video display in the Atrium of our new Environmental Sciences and 
Chemistry building. That’s our Earth at work right in front of your eyes. 
 
 
Evaluation and marks 
 
The course will be evaluated by: 
 
a) A multiple-choice Mid-term Exam consisting of 100 questions:      (30marks) 
 
b) A poster assignment on a topic illustrating the geology of Canada or Ontario. 
This can be done either individually or in student groups of up to 4, and will be 
presented at a ‘Planet Earth Conference’ in the Atrium of the new Environmental 
Science and Chemistry Building on Monday March 13th in place of the normal 
lecture:                           (40 marks) 
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c) A multiple-choice Final Exam:            (30 marks) 
 
Please read assigned chapters in the text book ahead of the lecture. ‘Terms to 
remember’ are listed at the end of each chapter in the Physical Geology textbook 
and have been grouped into a Glossary on pp. 585-595. ‘Testing your 
knowledge’: please read and think about the questions listed at the end of each 
chapter, as some of these will be used in the mid- and final exams. 
 
Lectures will be videotaped and available after the lecture for web-option and 
non-web-option students. 
 
 
 
Things to remember 
 
1. Topics for the poster assignment due March 13th will be announced later. Note 
that late work will be docked 10% per day. Late submissions for medical reasons 
require full documentation on UTSC medical forms [available in the content 
section on BB].  
 
2. Please check the Blackboard course site regularly for updates and commonly 
asked Questions and Answers. 
 
3. We have highly experienced teaching assistants so utilize them; they are there 
to assist you. Enquiries regarding course material can be directed to the TA’s via 
the Blackboard discussion board or in person to me and the TA’s during office 
hours. The TA office hours will be posted very shortly on Blackboard.  
 
4. Plagiarism will not be tolerated; it is an academic offence and will be 
immediately reported to the Dean.  
 
5. AccessAbility Services: Students with diverse learning styles and needs are 
welcome in this course. In particular, if you have a disability/health consideration 
that may require accommodations, please feel free to approach me and/or the 
AccessAbility Services Office as soon as possible. I will work with you and 
AccessAbility Services to ensure you can achieve your learning goals in this 
course. All enquiries are confidential. The UTSC AccessAbility Services staff are 
available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange 
appropriate accommodations (416) 287-

mailto:ability@utsc.utoronto.ca
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I am also usually available 20 minutes prior to the lecture outside AC223 
(drinking coffee) so if you have pressing questions or any issues that will affect 
your participation or performance in this course please feel free to see me then, 
or after the lecture.  
 
Good luck 
 
 
Nick Eyles  
 
January 2017 
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