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Talking about Climate Assignment — talk to someone | 20% February 10
about climate change and write a report about the

experience

TED-style climate talk: draft script and references - | 5% March 21
articulate an “idea worth spreading” about a relevant

climate topic

TED-style climate talk: final - write a script and then | 35% April 14

bring it to life in a recorded video

3. POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS
Format

Classes are two-hours long and will include lectures, discussions, activities, and workshops.
There is a course website on Quercus for announcements, readings, and course materials.
Please check the course website frequently.

Handing in Your Assignments:

All assignments for this course must be submitted through Quercus. Paper copies of the
assignments will not be accepted.

Extensions

Students must request an extension in ADVANCE of the deadline in order to receive a
decision. Extensions beyond the examination period must be submitted via petition through
the Office of the Registrar. Please follow the University of Toronto procedure to be
completed in order to be considered for academic accommodation for any course work such
as missed tests or late assignments.

IlIness

Students who are absent from academic participation for any reason (e.g., COVID, cold, flu
and other illness or injury, family situation) and who require consideration for missed
academic work should report their absence using the online absence declaration on ACORN
and on the DPES online form. The declaration is available on ACORN under the Profile
and Settings menu. Students should also advise their instructor of their absence via the
DPES online form. Visit COVID-19 Information for University of Toronto Students page on
the Vice-Provost, Students website for information on this and other frequently asked
questions.

Visit the UTSC COVID-19 Absence Declaration in ACORN website for more information.

Missed Term Work

Late assignments will be subject to a late penalty of 2% per day (including weekends) of
the total marks for the assignment. Late assignments will only be accepted for one week


/physsci/self-declaration-absence-form-0
/physsci/self-declaration-absence-form-0
https://www.viceprovoststudents.utoronto.ca/covid-19/#AllStudents
/registrar/acorn-absence-declaration-tool



http://life.utoronto.ca/just-for-you/for-students-with-a-disability/
http://www.accessibility.utoronto.ca/
http://healthandwellness.utoronto.ca/
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/writing-centres
http://uoft.me/religiousaccommodation
https://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/gradlife/Pages/Grad-Wellness.aspx
https://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/currentstudents/Pages/Writing-Centre.aspx
mailto:ability.utsc@utoronto.ca
http://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/currentstudents/Pages/English-Language-and-Writing-%20Support.aspx
http://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/currentstudents/Pages/English-Language-and-Writing-%20Support.aspx

Academic integrity is essential to the pursuit of learning and scholarship in a university, and
to ensuring that a degree from the University of Toronto is a strong signal of each student’s
individual academic achievement. As a result, the University treats cases of cheating and
plagiarism very seriously. The University of Toronto’s Code of Behaviour on Academic
Matters outlines the behaviours that constitute academic dishonesty and the processes for
addressing academic offences. Potential offences include, but are not limited to:

In papers and assignments:

f  Using someone else’s ideas or words without appropriate acknowledgement.

f Submitting your own work in more than one course without the permission of the
instructor in all relevant courses

' Making up sources or facts
f Obtaining or providing unauthorized assistance on any assignment

On tests and exams:

f  Using or possessing unauthorized aids
f  Looking at someone else’s answers during an exam or test
I Misrepresenting your identity

In academic work:

f Falsifying institutional documents or grades

{ Falsifying or altering any documentation required by the University, including (but
not limited to) doctor’s notes

All suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be investigated following procedures
outlined in the Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters. If you have questions or concerns
about what constitutes appropriate academic behaviour or appropriate research and citation
methods, please reach out to me. Note that you are expected to seek out additional
information on academic integrity from me or from other institutional resources (for example,
the University of Toronto website on Academic Integrity).

4. COURSE SCHEDULE

***Check Quercus for the most up-to-date reading list

Date | Class Topics and Materials | Assignments

FOUNDATIONS

Week 1 Introduction to each other and the course. What could
Jan 10 climate change mean to you, the places you love, your
career? Course overview including assignments and
approach.

What kind of problem is climate change?



http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/Assets/Governing+Council+Digital+Assets/Policies/%20PDF/ppjun011995.pdf
http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/Assets/Governing+Council+Digital+Assets/Policies/%20PDF/ppjun011995.pdf
http://academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f52LJJFBCLc
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/70/1/8/5610806#165912541
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/70/1/8/5610806#165912541
https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/34461/EGR20KM.pdf?sequence=17
https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/34461/EGR20KM.pdf?sequence=17
https://climateinstitute.ca/reports/canadas-net-%20zero-future/
https://climateinstitute.ca/reports/canadas-net-%20zero-future/

Week 4  What’s stopping us? Challenges and barriers
Jan 31
Talking about Climate Change + Assignment


https://www.ted.com/talks/tzeporah_berman_the_bad_math_of_the_fossil_fuel_industry?referrer=playlist-countdown_session_1_urgency#t-43825
https://www.ted.com/talks/tzeporah_berman_the_bad_math_of_the_fossil_fuel_industry?referrer=playlist-countdown_session_1_urgency#t-43825
https://www.ted.com/talks/tzeporah_berman_the_bad_math_of_the_fossil_fuel_industry?referrer=playlist-countdown_session_1_urgency#t-43825
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knkuWiSOg9c
https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-investment-2021/executive-summary
https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-investment-2021/executive-summary
https://www.ted.com/talks/tara_houska_the_standing_rock_resistance_and_our_fight_for_indigenous_rights
https://www.ted.com/talks/tara_houska_the_standing_rock_resistance_and_our_fight_for_indigenous_rights
https://www.ted.com/talks/tara_houska_the_standing_rock_resistance_and_our_fight_for_indigenous_rights
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/chapter/spm/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet/to-counter-climate-change-we-need-to-stop-burning-things

warming-planet/to-counter-climate-change-we-
need-to-stop-burning-things

- Watch this:

- TBD

Feb 21
Week 7
Feb 28

READING WEEK
Guest lecture

TED-style Talk Assignment

Required before Class #8:
- Climate change in the news



https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet/to-counter-climate-change-we-need-to-stop-burning-things
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet/to-counter-climate-change-we-need-to-stop-burning-things
https://changingclimate.ca/
https://www.ted.com/talks/colette_pichon_battle_climate_change_will_displace_millions_here_s_how_we_prepare
https://www.ted.com/talks/colette_pichon_battle_climate_change_will_displace_millions_here_s_how_we_prepare
https://www.ted.com/talks/colette_pichon_battle_climate_change_will_displace_millions_here_s_how_we_prepare
https://www.ted.com/talks/hindou_oumarou_ibrahim_indigenous_knowledge_meets_science_to_take_on_climate_change?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/hindou_oumarou_ibrahim_indigenous_knowledge_meets_science_to_take_on_climate_change?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/hindou_oumarou_ibrahim_indigenous_knowledge_meets_science_to_take_on_climate_change?language=en



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJSehRlU34w
https://climateinstitute.ca/publications/climate-change-through-deep-time/
https://climateinstitute.ca/publications/climate-change-through-deep-time/
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-019-0618-2
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change

TED talk final
script due (11:59
pm Friday April
14)

TED talk
recorded video
due (11:59 pm
Friday April 14)

5. ASSIGNMENTS

Participation 10%
Climate Change News Discussion Lead 10%
Take-home Quizzes 20%
Talking about Climate Assignment 20%
Final Assignment — TED-style video 40%

Participation (10%)

Learning in this course requires completing the readings, attending lectures, and engaging in
class discussion and exercises. You must complete the readings each week before class.

In class, students are expected to contribute to in-class discussions and activities. You will be
called on from time to time to contribute your thoughts on a reading to group discussions.
You are expected to contribute in thoughtful and constructive ways. Participation will be
assessed through contributions during class (a range of participation formats are available and
welcome in this course) and through a weekly reflection journal. Each week after class, you
will complete a short reflection journal entry (maximum 100-150 words) on what you are
learning this week. This is not a summary of content. Instead, consider answering questions
like: What was | surprised to learn this week? What was most interesting to me this week?
What new topic do | want to learn more about? What am | finding challenging? Your
reflection journal will be marked twice during the semester.

Climate change in the news discussion lead (10%)

Every week, we will start class with a discussion about climate change topics that have been
in the news over the previous week. You will be responsible for presenting a 3 minute
summary of a climate change news topic one time during the semester and for taking a
leading role in the subsequent discussion. At the beginning of the semester, you will be
assigned to a particular week. Your summary will be oral (no Powerpoint slides) and should
include: 1) summary of the news story, 2) how it relates to climate change, and 3) why this
story matters to you.

Take-Home Quizzes (20%)
Two quizzes will be completed as take-home assessments.

Talking about Climate Change Assignment (20%)
One of the most important climate actions you can take is to talk about climate change. For
this assignment, you will talk to someone about climate change and write a report about the
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experience. Identify someone you would like to talk to (family member, friend, community
leader etc.) and set a time for an interview (about an hour long). We will learn in class about
how to develop interview questions. You will write a report (4 pages max) covering the
questions and answers (2 pages) and your reflections on how it went and what you might do
differently in the future (2 pages). Double spaced, 12-point font, use headers and subheading
to define the sections.

Final Assignment — TED-style climate talk (40%)

Avrticulate an “idea worth spreading” about a relevant climate topic. Write a script and then
bring it to life in a recorded video. (800 words, 5-7 minutes). Further details will be provided
in class.

Final Assignment Task Weight Due Date
Draft script and reference list 5% March 21
Final script and reference list 15% April 14
Recorded video 20% April 14
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