
Department of Physical and Environmental Sciences, UTSC 

Course Syllabus: EESB16H3S: Feeding Humans: The Cost to the Planet 
Winter 2023 Å Tuesdays, 6-8 PM Å Location:  

Course Instructor: Mark Hathaway, PhD, Sessional Lecturer, DPES, UTSC 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30 PM by appointment (use course calendar) via Zoom:  

                          Please book an appointment using the Quercus Calendar by 1 PM on Tuesday 

E-mail: mark.hathaway[at]utoronto.ca (e-mail is my preferred method of communication) 

Teaching Assistants:  

¶ Yasasi (Sula) Fernando: yasasi.fernando[at]mail.utoronto.ca 

¶ TBA 

Note: In general, you can expect an answer to e-mail inquiries within 24 hours from Monday to Friday 

(inquiries made on Friday will be answered by Monday). Specific questions regarding assignments 

should be addressed to your TA. Medical certificates and requests for extensions (made at least 48 

hours before the due date & time) should also be submitted to the course instructor. 

Important: To speed processing, please put “EESB16H3” somewhere in the e-mail subject line 

Course Description 

EESB16 examines the origins and systems of 

production of the major plants and animals on 

which humans depend for food.  

Interactions between those species and systems 

and the local ecology will be examined, looking at 

issues of over harvesting, genetic erosion, soil 

erosion, pesticide use, water and energy usage, 

greenhouse gas emissions, and the impacts of 

genetically modified strains.  
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Course Organization   

Teaching and Learning Philosophy 

In this course, it is assumed that all of us (teachers and students) will learn from each other and that 

https://www.acadly.com/
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Perusall Interactive Reading (15%) 
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Each quiz will take place online via Quercus and our open book but time-limited. Each student can attempt 

each quiz up to three times and only the best attempt will count—but the questions which appear may 

change on each attempt. 

Ouriginal 

Normally, students will be required to submit their course assignments to Ouriginal for a review of textual 

similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their essays to be included 

as source documents in the Ouriginal reference database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of 

detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the University’s use of the Ouriginal service are described 

on the Ouriginal web site. 

If a student does not wish to participate in Ouriginal, the student MUST advise the course instructor at 

least three weeks before the assignment due date as alternate arrangements for screening the assignment 

must be arranged. (Normally, this will entail the submission of rough notes and drafts along with their 

final assignment.) 

Late and Length Penalties 

Please follow the length guidelines for each assignment carefully. A 2% penalty for up to the first 100 

words over the maximum length will be deducted from the assignment (i.e. from 1 to 100 words over the 

limit) and 5% for each additional 100 words (101 to 200 over, etc.). 

Late papers will be assessed a 3% reduction of the value of the assignment per day late, unless 

previously negotiated with course instructor over acceptable medical or similar reasons. Unless previously 

negotiated due to an acceptable issue, late papers will only be accepted for one week after the due 

date. Papers later than this will not be assessed. Please do not leave potential issues to the last 

minute to discuss with course instructor.  

Note that length and late penalties are different from reading reviews and responses. See the assignment 

description for details.  

If assignments are submitted late because of medical reasons, you must submit an official verification of 

illness form on ACORN. Please inform the course instructor and the TA in advance if you 

anticipate that your assignment will be late on account of medical reasons. After submitting the 

verification of illness form, let the course instructor and TA know how long you anticipate you will not be 

able to engage in school work due to illness. 

Life Happens extensions 

Although assignments may not be accepted after the deadline, we understand that life happens. All 

students get four days of “LIFE HAPPENS” extension over the term. If you invoke the “life happens” 

clause, you automatically get an extension of up to four days. You can use it all on one assignment or 

spread it to multiple assignments.  

To use this extension, please contact the instructor (copied to both TAs) via email. All I need is your 

name, the assignment, and “I’m going to use my ‘life happens’ extension.” No explanation for the 

extension is needed. 

In the case of Perusall readings, a single life happens extension may be used to extend the deadline for the 

week’s readings by one week, but you must request the extension before the reading deadline. 

Remarking Policy 

If a student believes that their assignment has not been fairly assessed, they should first read all the 

comments (both in the text and terminal comments) and consult the assignment rubric. If, after reviewing 

these, the student would like to request a rea
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Other Administrative Issues 

Accessibility Needs and Services 

The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. The office of Accessibility Services at U of T 

provides a range of services to students with disabilities to help them meet their educational objectives. In 

conjunction with Accessibility Services, the course instructor and teaching assistant would like to ensure 

/~ability/
https://utsc.utoronto.ca/twc/

