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Course Evaluation 

Labs (4): 48%  (12% each) 

Project: 30% 

Research & Writing 

Assignment: 
16% 

Quizzes (2): 6% 

 

Note: There is no final exam for this course. 

 

 

/registrar/acorn-absence-declaration-tool
/physsci/self-declaration-absence-form-0
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Lab and Project Submission Instructions 

 

Lab and Project reports must be submitted to Quercus Assignments as a PDF document.  

Other file types are not accepted. 

 

When submitting the electronic copy of your report, the file format must follow this convention:  

 

PHYB10_YYYY_ Lab#_LASTNAME1-LASTNAME2.PDF 

 

where YYYY is the current year, Lab# refers to whether it is lab 1, 2, 3, or 4 of the term (e.g., Lab1). 

LASTNAME1 and LASTNAME2 and the last names of the two students. 

 

For the project, replace Lab# with Project-Name where Name is a single word representing the 

instrument that was built. 

 

* Failing to follow submission instructions will result in a 2% penalty. * 

 

Late laboratory report submissions will be subject to a penalty of N3%, 

where N is the number of days late. 

 

 

 

Writing Assignment (16%) 

 

The purpose of the research and writing assignment is for students to research and communicate 

the important details of a physics experiment. Students will research the details of the experiment, 

including – at minimum – two scientific journal article citations, and write a plain-language version of 

its purpose, method, data, and outcomes. 

 

There will be an anonymous peer review process facilitated by PeerScholar. Students will provide 

feedback to two of their peers. The quality of this feedback will be graded and 
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Course Schedule (tentative) 
 

Week Dates 
Lecture Topic 

(tentative) 
Lab session topic Work Due [date] 

1 Sept. 06 – 09 
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Working in the physics laboratory 

 

BACK UP ALL DATA.  

 

Arrive prepared 

During the laboratory session, the instructor may ask students about background, progress, and 

understanding of the experiment being conducted.  

The guide documents for the experiments will be posted to the Quercus course page.  

Students are expected to review the experiment before the laboratory session.  

 

If there are questions or a problem with any equipment, the lab technician, TA, or instructor should 

be consulted. 

Respect the equipment and lab space 

Food and water are prohibited in the laboratory rooms. If you need a drink of water you may leave 

the room to do so in an appropriate space outside the physics area. 

 

The final 10 minutes of the lab session must be used to return the equipment to the state it was 

found in (or better). Do not wait until the session is over to clean up your workspace.  

 

Failure to leave equipment in good condition and the workspace in a clean and tidy manner will 

result in the loss of 1% of the overall course grade (each instance). This will be enforced. 

 

Lab books 

 

It is recommended that students record all measurements and observations, as well as a 

description of what you do in the laboratory in a hardbound laboratory notebook.  

 

All readings, even preliminary ones, should be recorded. If some content is determined to be 

incorrect, you should write a note next to them explaining why. Never erase anything from your lab 

book. 

 

Calculations and answers to questions asked in the lab manual should also be recorded.  

 

Lab books must be sufficiently detailed to allow you – or someone else – to read it months later and 

clearly understand what you did. These records will form the basis for your lab reports. 

 

 

  



mailto:helpdesk@utsc.utoronto.ca
http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm

