
, demonstrative verbs common to 

strong academic texts.  

The list below is not exhaustive. You will likely encounter similar kinds of verbs as you read 

academic texts, and you should feel free to add to each list as you notice active verbs that 

successfully show the reader the kind of action the author is taking. As you become familiar 



Stating, Restating or 
Emphasizing 
Ideas/Concepts 

Stating: 
acknowledge        argue             articulate           assert              
attribute            claim                 comment           propose         
establish            identify             mention             note                
observe              state 
 

Restating: 
elaborate           expand             reassert             reiterate 
restate 
 

Emphasizing: 
emphasize         highlight          stress               
 

Describing 
Phenomena or Data 

Describing phenomena: 
acquire               define               impact               signify               
symbolize 
 

Describing data: 
approximate         demonstrate               indicate 
level off                 reflect                           show 
 

Stating a Position 
 
 

Positive: 


