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Multiple Choice Tests & Exams 
Becoming proficient at answering Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) is important, as it has implications not just for 
your GPA, but for future career options (e.g. admissions tests such as the MCAT, LSAT and GRE are heavily MCQ 
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Strategies for Writing the Exam 
 Watch your time.  Before you start writing, assess how much time you have per question.  Don’t spend too much 

time on any one question.  If you don’t know the answer, simply put an identifying mark in the margin, move on 
to other questions, and come back to it later.  The answer will often come to you as you work your way through 
the test or exam. 

 Underline qualifying words like “always,” “never,” etc.  These words are crucial because they can completely 
change the nature of the question.  

 Read the stem thoroughly.  Then think of the answer in your mind.  But be sure to read all of the alternatives 
because the goal is to pick the best answer, not just one that is true. 

 Watch for typos as clues to the best answer.  If one of the alternatives has a typo, it is probably not the key.  Test 
writers usually pay a lot of attention to the proper wording and spelling of the key. 

 Eliminate wrong answers and see what is left over.  


